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and Manichasans believed in it. In later time we find it
taught by Schopenhauer, Fichte, Schelling, Lessing, Henry
More, Herder, Southey, Bulwer, Pezzani, to name but a
few among the western philosophers and authors. Hume
declared that it was the only doctrine of immortality a
philosopher could look at; Goethe in his old age looked
joyfully forward to his return. Emerson, the Plato of the
nineteenth century, as well as Wordsworth, Rossetti,.
Gosse, Tennyson, Browning, Coleridge, Collins, Bailey^
Sharp and other poets believed in it. The reappearance of
the belief in Reincarnation is not, therefore, an emergence
of a belief of savages among civilised nations, but a sign
of recovery from the de-rationalisation of religion, which
has made life an unintelligible tangle of injustices and
partialities and has given rise to so much scepticism and
materialism.

Generally speaking, the people who at the present
time believe in Karma and Reincarnation are the Hindus
and the Buddhists. The Hindus number about 25o,ooo,ooo>
in the total population of India of nearly 320,000,000. The
number of Buddhists is not easy to ascertain accurately
as we know hardly anything about the huge population of
China. Rhys Davids, relying on census returns, gives the
number of Southern Buddhists as 3o,ooo,ooo and that of
the Northern Buddhists, (counting the total population of
China, arrived at mainly by lumping it in,) as 47o, 000,000
thus making a total of 5oo,ooo,ooo Buddhists, though
Dr. Findlater places the total number of Buddhists in
China alone at tf more than 34o millions ". Thus even at
the present moment it would seem that nearly half the
human race hold a belief in Karma and Reincarnation^
while in the past the proportion would be very much-
greater as these doctrines were also current in the lands